
 

 
Transcript for the July 18th, 2013, Web chat 

Immigrant and Nonimmigrant Visas 
 
 
Q. Hello, I was handed a NIV 221g on 21st June, 2013 to date my number 20131723091 is not on 
your website with a status. Can I please confirm if my application is under Administrative review 
or closed?  
 
A. Sorry, we can't answer case specific enquiries during this webchat.  If you were advised that 
your application is subject to administrative processing but your batch number has not yet 
appeared, please contact the Operator service for assistance.   
 
Q.  Just to get a better understanding of the visa application process, because I have been 
denied U.S NI visas a couple of times. Q1- Is every application based on its individual 
circumstances at the time of application and decided during the interview or pre-determined 
before the interview? During my last interview, none of my supporting documents were 
examined.  Also, I happen to be a 32 year old Nigerian, resident in the U.K since 2006/7, married 
in 2011 with a 1 year old son (wife and son both British Nationals) my wife & I are full time 
employed with a combined income of £90,000 p/a, we regularly holiday abroad (including 
Canada in 2011) but I was denied a visiting visa for a family vacation to New York. Q2- what 
section of the INA is applicable to me as I will like to read up on it. Thank you. 
 
A.  All applications are adjudicated based on the circumstances of the applicant at the time of 
their interview.  The Embassy does not pre-adjudicate visa applications.  Remember, the 
nonimmigrant visa application process is not primarily document based.  In some cases, 
documents can help establish an applicant's eligibility; in others they are not necessary.  At the 
time you were refused, the officer would have provided you with a letter, explaining which 
section of law you were refused under.   
 
Q.  I have a question, if the beneficiary of an I-129F fiancée visa petition does not either obtain 
his actual visa or enter the US until after the Approval Notice of the petition how can this issue 
be addressed? 
 
A.  The applicant should contact the Immigrant Visa Unit for information.  It may be possible to 
re-validate the petition, provided that both beneficiary and petitioner remain free to marry.   
 
Q.  Dear US Embassy Office, my fiancée and I will be getting married in India in a few months 
and will subsequently be moving to the USA. I am currently in the USA on a H1B visa and my 
fiancée is a UK citizen. After the wedding, can my fiancée schedule her H-4 visa interview in the 
US Consulate in India? Or, should she travel to the UK to attend the interview? 
 
A.  If your fiancée wishes to schedule an appointment at an Embassy or Consulate in India, she is 
not prohibited from doing so.  However, applicants applying in a country where they are not 
normally resident should note that they may find it more difficult to demonstrate the necessary 
social and economic ties to that country, required to overcome the presumption that they will 
stay in the United States.   
 



 

Q.  If I book an appointment for 12 noon, what time should I arrive at the Embassy before the 
appointment? 
 
A.  Appointments are only available in the mornings; the last appointment is at 1130.  You 
should expect to arrive approximately 10 minutes before your appointment.   
 
Q.  Will I be given my visa on the day, if I am eligible? 
 
A.  If you apply for the visa and it is approved, processing time is approximately 5 working days.  
If your application is likely to take longer to process, you will be advised at the time of your 
interview.   
 
Q.   Dear Sir/Madam, I am British national and will be visiting Canada end of the month. During 
my stay in Canada I shall travel to NYC via the border, do I need to apply online for a visa 
waiver? 
 
A.  If you will travel across the U.S./Canadian land border, you will not require registration under 
ESTA.  You must have the necessary $6 fee when crossing the border and must be in possession 
of a valid travel document.   
 
Q.   I have applied for a k1 fiancé visa. I had my medical on 8th July, please could you let me 
know when I might get notification of my interview date. My application is due to expire on 
August 17th.Also I sent the form DS 156 and have had no communication from the embassy 
reference them receiving this, are they not supposed to return this form to me?  
 
A.  You can expect to receive notification of a date and time for your interview, approximately 4 
weeks after your medical and all forms have been received.  If you have not received a date 
within that time, please visit the Embassy website, london.usembassy.gov, and follow the 
instructions to contact the Embassy.   
 
Q.   I need to travel to the US on 15/8/13. However, I can’t obtain an interview appointment via 
the operator assisted service as it’s been booked up. I’m very concerned with the timeframe. Do 
I still have a chance to get my B2 visa and passport returned prior to my travel date with the 
new system being introduced? 
 
A.  The new appointment booking system opens on July 26th.  Please wait until that date to 
book an appointment.  You should try to arrange an appointment as far in advance of your 
planned travel as possible.  We regret that we are unable to guarantee that a visa will be issued 
to any applicant by a specific date.   
 
Q.   I have applied a couple of times for a visitor visa in London but was not granted one under 
section 214 b; my documents were not checked in the 2 instances. I had an impression that 
going to Belfast would help as they will be able to check because of less traffic they have there 
yet I was not granted on 214b. Please what is the implication of making a fresh application to 
London or is it advisable I go to Belfast? 
 
A.  The decision on your eligibility is not affected by where you apply; the same rules and 
regulations are applied in all Embassies and Consulates.  Please note that applying for a 



 

nonimmigrant visa is not primarily a document based process.  In some cases, documents can 
help establish eligibility, in others circumstances are clear and additional documents are 
unnecessary.   
 
Q.   I-864 Affidavits of Support: I'm American and my husband is British.  We own property and 
have bank accounts in the US.  At what point do we disclose this information?  Do I fill out an I-
864 even though I/we have not had US income for 5 yrs?  Thanks. 
 
A.  As the petitioner, you are also the primary sponsor and you are required to complete an I-
864 form.  When completing the form, you should only count income earned from the U.S.  If 
you have not earned U.S. based income, you should list your income as zero.  Remember, as a 
U.S. citizen, you are required to file tax returns each year, even if you are not living in the United 
States.   
 
Q.   Academic staff from UK University research centers are required to travel to the United 
States to board ships for academic research.  They have permission from shipping companies to 
join tankers in the US to conduct research of a sociological nature for a period of 2-4 weeks.  
They are not applying for visas to work in the USA as such only to do research on ships which 
happen to be in US waters as part of their regular UK salaried post.  Please could you advise 
which visa they (British and Chinese passport holders) should apply for and will they need an 
interview? 
 
A.   If the research will take place at sea, and the staff will not be part of the regular component 
of the vessel's crew, a B-1 visa may be appropriate.  The final determination on each applicant's 
eligibility can only be made by a consular officer at the time they apply.   
 
Q.   I am a PhD student and have submitted an application for a B1/B2 visa to attend a 
conference that is taking in place in approximately two weeks time. My application status is still 
pending. I was wondering, if by any chance my status will change soon to ‘send passport’, is 
there any way of speeding up the process from that point, so I will have my passport back in 
time? 
 
A.  Sorry, there's no way to expedite the process.  If you have been advised your application is 
subject to administrative processing, you should monitor the status of your case via the Embassy 
website - http://london.usembassy.gov/administrative_processing.html - and using the batch 
number provided to you at the time you applied.   
 
 

We're going to be posting some questions that we have received in advance of the chat 
 
 
Q.   I have an emergency, my mother is ill in the U.S. and I need to travel - how can I get an 
appointment?  
 
A.   If you are traveling before August 1, please call the Operator Assisted Information Service 
stating the nature of your emergency and they will provide you with further instructions.  Due to 
transitioning to a new appointment booking system, the Embassy is closed to the public on July 

http://london.usembassy.gov/administrative_processing.html


 

29, 30 and 31st.  The new service will begin operation on July 26th, if you want to travel after 
August 1st, please wait until then to make an appointment.   
 
Q.   After a visa denial, how long is it recommended to wait before re applying for a visa? 
 
A.   There is no set period of time you must wait before reapplying.  If you believe that your 
circumstances have changed sufficiently, you may reapply and allow a consular officer to 
adjudicate your case.   
 
Q .  I am an Indian citizen studying a BSC in Computing here in London. I want to do my masters 
in the U.S, I am wondering if I can attend for F1 visa interview here itself 
 
A.  If you are resident in the UK, you can apply for a visa at the Embassy in London.  Remember, 
you will still be required to demonstrate strong social, economic and financial ties outside the 
United States.  If you are applying in a country where you are not normally resident, you may 
find it difficult to demonstrate such ties.   
 
Q.   Hi, I have booked a 3 week holiday to do Route 66 in September and I have completed my 
ESTA for myself and my girlfriend has completed her ESTA too, but after further investigation 
she has realized that she was charged when she was 15 for shoplifting and after some research I 
noticed that this is a crime of moral turpitude. It has only started showing in her recent 
disclosure even though it happened when she was 15 and she has since been to the US without 
having to complete a VISA application, she is now 32 and working as a social worker. Will she 
need to complete a VISA application? and if so is there a way to cancel the ESTA? 
 
A.   If your girlfriend has ever been arrested, convicted or cautioned, she should apply for a visa 
and allow a consular officer to adjudicate her case.  If your girlfriend is found to be ineligible for 
a visa, she may be recommended for a waiver.  Applicants requiring a waiver of ineligibility 
should expect to wait approximately 6 months for their application to be completed.   
 
Q.   I am applying B2 visa with my son, 2 year old. Do I need to book a separate appointment for 
him? or one appointment for me and I can bring his application with me on my appointment? 
many thanks 
 
A:   You need to book a separate appointment for your son, but he will not be required to attend 
with you.  You can book 2 appointments together and then bring his application with you at the 
time of your appointment.   
 
Q.   would like to know please, if a B2 visa has been denied is it possible to travel to the US 
under a visa waiver? 
 
A.   If you have been denied a visa, you can still register under the ESTA system.  You must 
answer "Yes" to the question "Have you ever been refused a visa to the United States?”  If your 
registration is not approved, you will require a visa before you attempt to travel.   
 
Q.   May a UK civil partner of a US citizen apply for immigration to US as a spouse? (following 
decision regarding DOMA?) 
 



 

A.  If you have a question about filing for a same-sex spouse to immigrate to the United States, 
you should contact the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) for assistance and 
information about filing the necessary petition.   
 
Q.   My parent have A Green card ,but I am married and over 30 years old, Can they file for me 
to get a green cardio am an Irish citizen 
 
A.   No, sorry, there is no visa category for married sons/daughters of Lawful Permanent 
Residents.   
 
Q.   My spouse filed an I-130 petition at the embassy about 7 days ago but we haven't received 
an e-notification of its receipt. As of today, what is the date for which you are processing I-130's 
as your website only gives information as of 5th July? 
 
A.  We're currently processing petitions filed on or before June 18th.  If you want to follow us on 
twitter: @usainukcgcorner, we tweet when the USCIS processing times have been updated.   
 
Q.  I have been granted immigrant visa to enter the USA.  But I cannot take off more than 3 
weeks before the expiration date stated on the visa I have been issued due to work 
commitments. I would like to know if this is sufficient time to receive my green card once in the 
USA. I do intend to return permanently to the USA shortly after once my work commitment is 
finished in November. 
 
A.   It takes more than 3 weeks to issue a Green Card.  However, you may still be able to enter 
the United States to activate your immigrant visa and then return to the UK.  What type of 
immigrant visa do you hold?  
 
Q.   My visa application will expire on 17th August, I have had the medical and sent all the 
paperwork, if I have to wait 4 weeks for the embassy to send me an interview date then my 
processing time is going to expire, I did read that they will inform me 4 weeks in advance of the 
interview but didn’t read anywhere that it takes 4 weeks after the medical for the embassy to 
reply. 
 
A.   If the petition will expire before you receive an appointment, you will be required to bring 
with you a letter from your fiancée, confirming that you both still intend to marry and remain 
legally free to do so.  The consular officer will review the information on the day of your 
appointment.   
 
Q.   I applied for ESTA which was refused without any reason, so I applied for Business (B-1) non-
immigrant US visa 2 years ago, but that was refused pending administrative processing. Since I 
have been waiting and have had limited communication from the US Embassy and to date I have 
not been provided a reason for the delay. My circumstances have changed in that I have 
changed address and now married, both of which I have notified the US Embassy. Is there 
someone I can contact to get more information on my application and if not, how can I 
withdraw my application? 
 



 

A.  If you are seeking information about your specific case, you should contact the Operator 
service (before July 25) or the Embassy directly via the contact page on our website (after July 
26) for assistance or if you no longer with to pursue the application.   
 
Q.   Hello, A business visa was issued to me in 2007. I haven't travelled to US on that visa until 
now. I have moved to a different employer since then. Can I still use that visa? Or do visas get 
expired if they are not used within a certain period of time or if the person changes 
employment?  Thanks. 
 
A.  The expiry date of the visa is printed on the visa in your passport.  Depending on the type of 
visa, you may still be able to travel using it.   
 
Q.  Hello - thank you for prior answer regarding DOMA, but my more direct question is whether 
a same sex UK civil partner will be treated as a same sex spouse? 
 
A.  The Department of State is still working on new regulations to take account of the change in 
the law.  Keep checking the USCIS website for news on this matter. 
 
Q.  Hello, I am a Peruvian woman married to a British man, I live here with my husband, I have 
my resident permit which is valid until November of the next year, we both would like to go to 
visit my family who lives in California, could you tell me please what kind of paper do we need to 
apply for a visa? thank you very much 
 
A.   If you are resident in the UK, you can apply for a visa at the Embassy in London.  If you want 
to travel for a holiday, a B-2 visa is appropriate.  Information about applying is available from the 
Embassy website: http://london.usembassy.gov/b2.html 
 
Q.   Can I call the embassy to check on the status of my k1 visa application? 
 
A.   Before July 25th, you can call the Operator Service on 09042 450 100 (£1.23/min), after July 
26th, we recommend that you contact us via the Embassy website, london.usembassy.gov  
 
Q.  My LPR spouse has applied for a re-entry permit whilst in the US. He is now in the UK and the 
biometrics appointment keeps getting set for days in which he cannot fly to the US at short 
notice due to not being able to take the day(s) in question off work. He needs to get the time off 
work cleared first before he can commit to an appointment and make the necessary travel 
arrangements. Is there any way that he can call someone in the US to request a specific 
appointment date over the phone? 
 
A.   He should contact the USCIS office at the Embassy in London.  Their information is available 
from the Embassy website: http://london.usembassy.gov/dhs/uscis/index.html 
 
Q.   I was refused a visa in 2009 under article 212 should I have blood tests by my GP or an 
independent doctor before my interview 
 
A.   No, you are not required to have blood tests before applying for a visa.   
 
Q.   Will the 09042 450 100 number still work on 26th July?  

http://london.usembassy.gov/b2.html
http://london.usembassy.gov/dhs/uscis/index.html


 

 
A.   No, that number will go out of service at 9pm on July 25th.   
 
Q.  I've heard there is a new process for applying for a nonimmigrant visa, can you explain it? 
 
A.    Before you schedule the appointment for the visa interview, you will be required to 
complete the DS‐160 visa application form online and pay the MRV application fee by debit card 
via http://usvisa-info.com.  Once the form DS-160 has been completed and the fee has been 
paid, you can schedule an appointment in one of three ways:  online, by phone or via Skype.  
The website will not be live until July 26 which is also when the phone number and SKYPE 
address will be available from the Embassy website. 
 
Q.    Why do I have to complete the DS-160 ahead of scheduling the appointment? 
 
A.   You require the bar code of the DS-160 in order to pay the MRV application fee and schedule 
an appointment.   
 
Q.   if I am refused a visa can I apply for a landing visa?  
 
A.   Even if you are only transiting the United States, you would require the appropriate visa, 
either a tourist (B-2) or a transit (C) visa.   
 
Q.   I am a UK resident.  In 2009 I applied for holiday visa in my country to visit my family and 
they refused me the B2 visa, would be a problem to apply again? 
 
A.   You are not prohibited from making a new application.  At the time you apply, you must be 
able to demonstrate your eligibility for the visa.   
 
Q.   I cannot find the phone number of the USCIS field office London on your website...please 
can you advise? 
 
A.   They can be contacted by email; unfortunately, they are unable to take phone calls.   
 
Q.  Hello, thanks for your time. Can I pay my B2 visa fees now and wait for the new system to 
schedule my interview? I'm travelling August 22 
 
A. We don't recommend that you pay the fee now, as it may lead to confusion under the new 
system.  If you are travelling after August 1st, we recommend that you wait until the new 
system becomes active on July 26th.   
 

 

http://usvisa-info.com/

